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- He may be president, but comedy is KING! - 
 
Me The People: The Trump America Musical, a new musical revue with a book and lyrics by Nancy 
Holson (Bush Wars, The News in Revue on PBS – 5 Emmy Awards, Ludwig Live!) and directed and 
choreographed by Jay Falzone (Bush Wars, Cooking with the Calamari Sisters), is now playing at The 
Triad Theater (158 W. 72nd Street between Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues). Produced by Jim 
Russek, the open-ended engagement officially opens June 29 at 7PM.  
 
Something funny is happening on the way to the coronation. Me The People, conceived by Jim Russek, 
Nancy Holson, and Jay Falzone, is an uproarious take on the craven, self-dealing Trump agenda intent 
on tearing apart our government and building a stupid wall. The show delivers a topical, up-to-the minute 
mockumentary of red-white-and-orange America.  You don't need to be a nasty woman, a Mexican or a 
Bernie-bro to find cathartic laughs in this 90-minute tonic for your 2016 election hangover. 
  
"There is a long-standing tradition of countering our darkest moments with political satire,” says producer 
Jim Russek who last brought 2006’s Bush Wars to the stage with the same writer/director team of 
Nancy Holson and Jay Falzone. “From Will Rogers and Lenny Bruce to Tom Lehrer and today's late-
night comics, laughter has always been a first amendment weapon of choice."   
  
Me The People offers a hilarious diagnosis from Sigmund Freud and a tour de force earful from Hillary 
Clinton; no one is spared from the Crony Cabinet and Supremely Radical Court, to White House grifters 
Ivanka and Jared and of course, the Trumpcare debacle.  “As we learned in 2006, outrage is best 
remedied with a drink in hand and a roomful of shared laughter," says Russek. “Progressives will find it 
as delicious as a YUGE piece of chocolate cake. Trumpworld, not so much.”  
 
The cast of Me The People includes: Aiesha Alia Dukes (Honest Abe: The Musicall), Mitchel Kawash 
(Julius Caesar), Richard Spitaletta (The Lightning Thief), and Mia Weinberger (National Tour: Bring It 
On - The Musical). Me The People features costume design by Stephen Smith (The Umbrella Plays), 
lighting and sound by Shannon Epstein (Celebrity Autobiography), prop design by Max Kilsheimer 
(Medea) and wig design by Kathy Pecevich. James Higgins (Jeanne La Pucelle, Old Jews Telling 
Jokes, Ragtime) serves as musical director and arranger, Dana Robbins is the production stage 
manager, and David Rigano is the assistant director.  

 
 

 

LISTINGS INFORMATION:  Me The People: The Trump America Musical 
plays at The Triad Theater (158 W. 72nd Street between Amsterdam and 
Columbus Avenues). Tickets are $39 - $49 (plus a 2 drink minimum). Tickets and 
complete performance schedule (which varies weekly) are available at 
www.MeThePeopleMusical.com or by calling 212-279-4200.  
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ABOUT  
THE CREATIVE TEAM 

 
NANCY HOLSON (Book & Lyrics) is an Emmy-award winning writer, director and producer whose 25-
year career spans the worlds of commercial live theater, corporate theater, and television.  Nancy wrote, 
co-produced and co-directed the long-running hit show The News In Revue (1992 – 2011), on PBS (5 
Emmy Awards), NPR, Off Broadway, the Berkshires and numerous venues from coast to 
coast.  Writer/Director/and/or Producer - Off Broadway:  Bush Wars and Ludwig Live! NYC and 
Regional:  Parenting 101: The Musical, Dear Mom, Can I Really Date A Guy Who Wears A Yarmulke? 
London: Ludwig Live! Her new piece, Nutcracker! The Musical, had its initial productions in New York 
and London.  Nancy believes that we all need to resist the horrors foisted upon us by the Trump 
administration in whatever means we can, and Me The People is her way of using her voice. 
 
JAY FALZONE (Director) directed, choreographed, and performed political satire for the better part of 
the past 17 years in both Nancy's News In Revue and Bush Wars.  He's the co-creator and writer for 
Cooking With the Calamari Sisters as well as the other 9 shows in The Calamari Sisters franchise 
(www.TheCalamariSisters.com).  Other credits include Divorce Party The Musical (Book/Lyrics/Director/ 
Choreograoher), Dear Mom (Co-writer/Director), Parenting 101 (Co-writer/ Director), among others. 
Current projects: Kung-Fusical The Kung Fu Musical (Book) and Son Of Captain Blood (Co-writer).  
 
JAMES HIGGINS (Music Director/Arrangements). Originally from Montreal, James is a music director, 
orchestrator and occasional actor in NYC. He has previously collaborated with the wonderful Nancy 
Holson on Ludwig Live! at SubCulture (as Beethoven). He has performed in over 80 countries on all 7 
continents (including in the middle of the Southern Ocean off the coast of Antarctica.) Pre B'way: Jeanne 
La Pucelle (d. Martin Charnin); Off B'way: Old Jews Telling Jokes, Living With Henry; New York 
City: Goddess Wheel (by Galt McDermott), Gefilte Fish Chronicles (also performed at the White 
House!), Astoria Stories (APAC), Urinetown, Drowsy Chaperone, amongst others; over a hundred 
regional theatre credits in the US and Canada including: Slow Dance With A Hot Pickup (Boulder Dinner 
Theatre), Once Upon A Time In New Jersey (Surflight), Music Of The Night (North Shore Music 
Theatre), Ragtime, South Pacific, Bat Boy, and Candide. Visit iamjameshiggins.com for more 
information. 
 
JIM RUSSEK (Producer) began his career working for four seasons as a weekend production assistant 
on The Ed Sullivan Show and later as a full time political consultant. He was co-chair of Students for 
Kennedy at NYU in 1968, Chief Advance for Rep. Richard Ottinger’s 1970 US Senate campaign, 
national political advance for Senator Edmund Muskie in 1972, chief political advance Rep. Roman 
Pucinski for US Senate (Illinois) and consulted on numerous local New York campaigns. Jim joined Case 
& McGrath Advertising after hiring the agency to create political advertising.  Along with Gene Case, Jim 
managed political ad campaigns for, among others, mayoral candidate Bella Abzug and Gov. Francis 
Sargent (MA).  Together, they won the account of The New York Shakespeare Festival and helped 
launch A Chorus Line on Broadway. After a short but significant stint with advertising Hall of Famer 
Julian Koenig, Jim started his own ad agency with illustrator Paul Davis with whom he helped create six 
years of breakthrough advertising campaigns for the New York Shakespeare Festival. Davis & Russek 
became Russek Advertising and Jim began 29 years of campaigns for Lincoln Center Theater including 
Anything Goes, Six Degrees of Separation, The Sisters Rosensweig, Carousel, The Hieress, Contact, 
The Light In The Piazza, South Pacific, War Horse, Golden Boy, The Nance and Act One. As a producer, 
Jim conceived and co-produced the critically acclaimed musical revue Bush Wars.  He co-produced John 
Guare’s Bosoms and Neglect in Boston, Rob Bartlett’s Have A Nice Life and the News In Revue in 
Stamford, CT.  With Bill “Spaceman” Lee, Jim founded and ran The New England Grey Sox, a 
barnstorming team of former Boston Red Sox players touring New England in the 1990s. Jim is the 
founder of the music website BwayTunes.com and a creative contributor to the comedy website 
RuthlessSpectator.com and a board member of Most Valuable Kids (MVK) an organization that provides 
professional sports and culture tickets to underserved and at-risk kids through 80 social service 
organizations in New York.  
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The following is a transcription of Warren Levinson’s radio brief that posted to the AP Wire on Friday, 
June 23.  Levinson sat down Me The People producer James Russek and creator Nancy Holson to 
discuss the new Trump America musical currently playing at The Triad Theater in NYC. 

 
 
WARREN LEVSINON:  All presidents come into 
office promising to create jobs.  This one has 
definitely created jobs for satirists.  So why is Me 
The People opening tonight at a tiny theatre in 
Manhattan different from all other Trump parodies?  
 
JIM RUSSEK: There’s no Trump in it. 
 
WL: Producer Jim Russek has a long career in both 
entertainment and liberal politics which leads to the 
impulse to respond to the unraveling of the state by 
doing comedy. 
 

JR: You know, it's dark humor. I like to say it’s like a 
wake. You know, there’s a dead guy in the room 
but people are singing and dancing and laughing 
and unfortunately the dead guy is our country. 
 
WL: Russek and writer Nancy Holson collaborated 
on Bush Wars 11 years ago. She says she is not 
attempting to convert Trump supporters, but they 
are welcome to take a peek. 
 
NANCY HOLSON:  …As long as they check their 
guns at the door! 
 
WL: Warren Levinson, New York. 

 

 Producer James Russek and creator Nancy Holson with the company of Me The People, The Trump America Musical at The Triad Theater 
 

© 2017 Associated Press 
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EXCERPTED FROM 

 

A scene from ‘Me The People: The Trump America Musical,’ will start running at off-Broadway’s Triad Theater in New York City. The show skewers the president and the 
broader conservative agenda. Photo: Agaton Strom for The Wall Street Journal  
 

NYC Theater Takes Aim at Trump 
Shows are parodying the president or speaking to the political climate 

 
By Charles Passy 

June 22, 2017  
 

Forget Bette Midler. The 
reigning star of the New 
York theater scene is 
proving to be none other 
than President Donald 
Trump.  
 
And his presence goes far 
beyond the Public Theater’s 
controversial recent 
production of 
Shakespeare’s “Julius 
Caesar” at Central Park in 
which the Roman leader 
took on the guise of the 

current commander-in-
chief.  
 
A number of other shows 
that parody Mr. Trump or 
speak to the political 
climate under his watch are 
playing in New York City 
or slated to open in the 
coming weeks. Most are 
targeted to a left-leaning 
audience—no surprise in a 
heavily Democratic city. 
 
They display a deep vein of 
anger, frustration and 
distrust when it comes to 
Mr. Trump. “We have to 
react to what’s going on,” 

said Nancy Holson, who 
wrote the book and lyrics 
for “Me The People: The 
Trump America Musical.” 
 
Ms. Holson’s show, which 
starts running at off-
Broadway’s Triad Theater 
this weekend, aims for the 
funny bone, skewering the 
president and the broader 
conservative agenda 
through songs that look at 
everything from Republican 
attempts to repeal and 
replace Obamacare to the 
relationship between Mr. 
Trump and Russia. 
 

 

Copyright ©2017 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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‘Me The People’ — New Off-Broadway Musical 
takes aim at ‘self-dealing Trump’ administration 
Posted 6:39 AM, June 22, 2017, by Andrew Ramos, Updated at 09:36AM, June 22, 2017 

 
 
 

NEW YORK –– Healthcare, ethics and Russia – they’re 
all topics tackled in the new Off-Broadway production 
“Me The People: The Trump America Musical.” 
 
The topical show pulls directly from the headlines, 
putting a spotlight – and at times a glossy filter – on 
what producers call the “self-dealing trump agenda intent 
on tearing down our government.” 
 
“It examines issues we feel are very serious and are very 
passionate about and it does it in a funny way,” writer 
Nancy Holson told PIX11 News. 
 
Producer Jim Russek had a simple way of putting it. 
 
“He may be president but comedy is king,” he said. 
 
In the 90-minute production, four actors take on 
numerous roles of prominent figures in the Trump 
administration including Mike Pence, Paul Ryan, even 
Melania Trump. 
 

One character missing is Trump himself, and its not by 
accident, according to Holson and Russek. 
 
“If we put Donald Trump on stage in some way to make 
him accessible, we are doing a disservice to what our 
mission is,” Holson explained. 
 
Amid a tense political climate where some say art is 
being challenged and silenced by its critics, the 
production isn’t shying away from addressing issues as 
well as those exhausting headlines consuming the news 
cycle. 
 
“A really important thing especially in today’s 
sociopolitical spirit is that we talk about these things,” 
actress Aiesha Dukes said. “You know we talk about 
where is the disconnect between the different cultures 
and stuff like that and humor is a good way to put that on 
the table.” 
 
“Me The People: The Trump America Musical” is 
playing at the Triad Theater on 72nd Street starting on 
June 22. 

 
 

Copyright © 2017, WPIX • A Tribune Broadcasting Station 
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‘Me the People’ brings satire of 
Trump’s America to the stage 

By Nikki M. Mascali - Published: June 22, 2017 
 
 

 

The musical revue is “about 
creating a safe space to laugh for 

the people who are really horrified,” 
writer Nancy Holson said. 

 
The last time Nancy Holson, Jay Falzone and Jim Russek 
joined forces to bring the presidency of a sitting 
commander-in-chief to the stage, it was George W. Bush. 
 
“We didn’t realize how good we had it back then,” Holson 
said. 
 
Fast forward 11 years, and Holson, riding the swell of the 
opposition surrounding President Donald Trump’s 
election, needed to resist the way she knew best: through 
satire and song. 
The trio hopes to “tap into the community of people who 
feel as we do, who are horrified by these events and feel 
the need to make change, to give them a release and build a 
sense of community,” as Holson put it, with "Me the 
People: The Trump America Musical.” 
 
The show kicks off June 22 at The Triad on the Upper 
West Side and features a book and lyrics by Holson, with 
Falzone choreographing and directing and Russek 
producing. 
 
Metro: Which character was the most fun to write? 
 
Nancy Holson: It won’t necessarily be that we’re doing an 
impression of a person, though Jared and Ivanka, we had a 
whole lot of fun with them. We’ve personified Mar-a-
Lago, the Supreme Court, taken Twitter and turned it into a 
character. The Founding Fathers rewrite the Constitution 
according to Trump’s rules. We’ve used a little bit of 
absurdity here — we don’t have Donald Trump in the 
show. He’s such a polarizing figure our audience would 
have trouble watching him. 
 
How long was “Me the People” in the works? 
 
NH: It came about after the election. After the cloud began 
to clear a day or two later, I realized I needed to do this. 
The day after the inauguration, I pretty much sat down and 
sketched out what the show ought to look like, and we 
made it happen quickly. 

 
How important is it to remember laughter at a time 
many are horrified? 
 
NH: It’s very important because life is about balance. In 
the middle of all this horror, I just had my first grandchild. 
It really is a reminder that life goes on. On the other hand, 
when something this bleak and dangerous happens, we 
have to channel everything, and laughter is a tool. 
 
How did your process with Jim and Jay change from 
2006’s “Bush Wars?” 
 
NH: The show is darker, it’s really funny, but it’s really 
dark because our times are dark, so that has changed. 
 
With something new happening seemingly hourly with 
Trump, will the show adapt to reflect that? 
 
NH: That was certainly something we toyed with, but I felt 
the more important thing was to address principals. We’re 
really talking about fundamental, moral concepts, so those 
would be the tent poles. References will come and go, but 
there will be topical stuff, and it’ll feel fresh. 
 
What would you say to get a Trump supporter to 
attend? 
 
NH: “Chicago” is playing down the road. This is not about 
changing the mind of Trump voters. It’s about creating a 
safe space to laugh for the people who are really horrified. 
 

“Me The People” begins June 22 at The Triad (158 W. 
72nd St). Tickets are $39-$49 with a two-drink minimum. 
For more info, visit MeThePeopleMusical.com. 
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Me the People: The Trump America Musical 

 
 

Co-creator Nancy Holson spoke with Playbill about the genesis 
of the new musical revue, which begins June 22 at The Triad. 

 
By Playbill Staff, Jun 21, 2017 

 
Me The People: The Trump America Musical, a 
new musical revue with book and lyrics by 
Nancy Holson (Bush Wars, The News in Revue 
on PBS), will begin performances June 22 at 
The Triad on West 72nd Street. Watch footage 
from the production in the video above. 
 
Directed and choreographed by Jay Falzone, 
opening night is scheduled for June 29. 
 
Holson told Playbill that she began writing the 
show after the presidential inauguration. “The 
day after the inauguration was the Women's 
March. I started writing it the next day, and 151 
days later, and here we are.” 
 
Audiences, she said, “will be surprised that they 
will actually be able to laugh. Laughter is really 
bonding, and they are going to be in an 
audience filled with other people that are like-
minded. It's very communal. It's really a 
release.” 
 
The cast includes Aiesha Alia Dukes, Mitchel 
Kawash, Richard Spitaletta, and Mia 
Weinberge. 

Me The People, conceived by Jim Russek, 
Holson, and Falzone, is described as “an 
uproarious take on the craven, self-dealing 
Trump agenda intent on tearing apart our 
government and building a stupid wall. The 
show delivers a topical, up-to-the minute 
mockumentary of red-white-and-orange 
America.” 
 
“There is a long-standing tradition of 
countering our darkest moments with political 
satire,” said producer Russek. “From Will 
Rogers and Lenny Bruce to Tom Lehrer and 
today's late-night comics, laughter has always 
been a first amendment weapon of choice.”  
 
The production will also have costume design 
by Stephen Smith, lighting and sound by 
Shannon Epstein, prop design by Max 
Kilsheimer, and wig design by Kathy Pecevich. 
James Higgins serves as musical director and 
arranger, Dana Robbins is the production stage 
manager, and David Rigano is the assistant 
director. 
 
For more information visit 
MeThePeopleMusical. 
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